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Frederick Douglass was a strong advocate against slavery and for equality 
and human rights.  Born into slavery in 1818 in Maryland, he successfully 
escaped to  New York in 1838.  Through his writing and speaking, he 
worked hard for the freedom of other enslaved Black people before and 
during the Civil War.  He supported the Underground Railroad which 
was an organization of antislavery northerners who helped enslaved    
people escape from southern plantations to the northern states where  
slavery had been abolished (ended).   
 

After the Civil War, he held official government positions and was the 
first Black man to hold high office (as ambassador to the Dominican     
Republic).  He was the first Black man to receive a vote for president   
during the 1888 Republican National Convention.  Frederick Douglass 
was also a strong supporter for  women’s rights and attended the First 
Women’s Rights Convention in 1848. 

 
Harriet Tubman’s life was, in some ways, similar to Frederick Douglass’.  
She was born into slavery in 1822 in Maryland and escaped in 1849 by  
using the Underground Railroad’s network of supporters, secret routes, 
and safe houses.  Later, she became an Underground Railroad conductor 
herself and bravely returned many times to Maryland to guide her family 
and other enslaved people to freedom.  
 
During the Civil War, she served active roles in the Union Army (cook, 
nurse, and scout/spy).  Douglass wrote a lovely letter to Tubman that    
described her actions and bravery.   
 
Harriet Tubman’s portrait may one day replace Andrew Jackson’s on the 
twenty dollar bill. 

Starting in the 1960s, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm was an advocate 
for women and minorities.  She was born in 1924 in New York to           
immigrant parents from Guyana and Barbados.  Initially a teacher, her 
advocacy took her into politics.  She was the first Black woman elected to 
the U.S.  Congress (in 1968) and the first Black candidate for a major  
party to run for president.  
 
President Barack Obama was the first Black President of the United 
States from 2009 to 2017.  He was born in 1961 in Hawaii to an American 
mother of European descent and an African father from Kenya.  He and 
his wife, Michelle, “set a new standard for American society, normalizing 
the once unthinkable prospect of having a black president and first family 
in the White House. Together, they broke powerful barriers installed by 
the nation’s brutal history of slavery, Jim Crow and institutional          
racism.” (Peniel  E. Joseph in The Guardian)  

 

Hello, Orca families! 

February is Black History Month and our February newsletter issues celebrate the achievements 
of, and impacts from, a variety of past and present African Americans.   Please join us as we 
pay tribute to the generations of African Americans who struggled with adversity to achieve 
full citizenship in American society.  
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